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1. Types of Mortgages

When buying a home, understanding the various financing options is 
critical. Home financing can seem complex, but breaking it down into key 
steps and concepts can help make the process clearer. Here’s an in-
depth guide on mortgages, down payment options, interest rates, and 
more, specific to Southwest Virginia and Southern West Virginia.

There are several types of mortgages available, each designed to meet 
the needs of different buyers. Here’s a closer look at the most common 
mortgage options:

Conventional loans are the most common type of mortgage and are not 
backed by the government. Typically, they require a 20% down 
payment to avoid Private Mortgage Insurance (PMI). However, buyers 
who can’t afford the full 20% can still qualify, but will have to pay PMI 
until they’ve built up enough equity.



FHA (Federal Housing Administration) loans are government-backed 
and are a great option for first-time homebuyers or those with less-than-
perfect credit. FHA loans allow down payments as low as 3.5% and have 
more lenient credit score requirements. However, you will need to pay 
mortgage insurance regardless of the down payment, which increases 
monthly costs.



VA loans are available to veterans, active-duty service members, and 
certain members of the National Guard and Reserves. They offer 
significant benefits, including 100% financing (no down payment 
required), competitive interest rates, and no PMI. These loans also come 
with lower fees, making them an attractive option for eligible buyers.



USDA loans are designed for rural and suburban homebuyers. If you're 
purchasing a home in a designated rural area of Southwest Virginia or 
Southern West Virginia, you may be eligible for this loan, which offers 
100% financing with no down payment required. USDA loans also have 
lower interest rates and are an excellent option for buyers who meet the 
income and location requirements.
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2. Down Payment Options

The down payment is one of the most important factors when applying 
for a mortgage. It’s the upfront amount you pay toward the purchase 
price of the home. The size of your down payment impacts your loan 
approval and the terms you’re offered, including interest rates and 
monthly payments. Here are the main down payment options to 
consider:
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Standard 20% Down Payment: Traditionally, a 20% down payment has 
been the gold standard for conventional loans. With a 20% down 
payment, you avoid paying Private Mortgage Insurance (PMI) and are 
more likely to receive better interest rates. While it’s a significant upfront 
cost, this option allows you to own your home with fewer ongoing 
expenses.



Low Down Payment (5%-10%): Many homebuyers don’t have the ability 
to put down 20%, but a 5%-10% down payment is common for first-time 
buyers and those looking for a more affordable entry into 
homeownership. While this lowers your upfront cost, it often means you’ll 
need to pay PMI, which can increase your monthly mortgage payments.



No Down Payment (0%): If you qualify for a VA loan or USDA loan, you 
may be able to purchase a home with no down payment required. These 
programs are especially beneficial for buyers who may not have 
significant savings but still want to purchase a home. Keep in mind that 
while you won’t have to pay a down payment, you still need to cover 
closing costs and other fees.

3. Interest Rates

The interest rate is the percentage a lender charges you for borrowing 
the money to buy your home. Your interest rate affects your monthly 
payments and the total cost of the home over the life of the loan. 
Understanding the factors that influence interest rates can help you 
secure the best deal:

Credit Score: Your credit score plays a major role in determining the 
interest rate you’ll receive. Generally, higher credit scores (above 700) 
result in lower rates. If your credit score is lower, you may be offered a 
higher rate or even be required to pay a larger down payment.



Loan Type: Different types of loans have different interest rates. FHA 
loans, VA loans, and USDA loans often offer lower interest rates 
compared to conventional loans. It’s important to compare your options 
to find the loan type that works best for you.
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Loan Term: The length of your loan can also affect your interest rate. 15-
year loans typically come with lower rates than 30-year loans, but they 
have higher monthly payments. If you want to save money on interest 
over time and can afford higher monthly payments, a shorter loan term 
might be ideal.



Fixed vs. Adjustable Rate Mortgages: With a fixed-rate mortgage, your 
interest rate remains the same for the life of the loan. This offers 
predictability and stability. An adjustable-rate mortgage (ARM), on the 
other hand, has an interest rate that can change after an initial period, 
often resulting in lower rates in the early years but more variability over 
time.

4. Private Mortgage Insurance (PMI)

PMI is a type of insurance that protects the lender if you default on your 
loan. If your down payment is less than 20%, you will likely be required to 
pay PMI, which is added to your monthly mortgage payment. Here’s what 
you need to know about PMI:

5. Closing Costs

In addition to your down payment, you’ll need to budget for closing 
costs, which typically range from 2% to 5% of the home’s purchase price. 
These costs can vary based on the size and type of your loan and the 
location of the property. Some common closing costs include:

When is PMI Required? PMI is typically required when your down 
payment is less than 20%. It’s meant to offset the risk to the lender if 
you’re unable to make your mortgage payments. If you put down 20% or 
more, you won’t need PMI.



How Much Does PMI Cost? PMI can cost anywhere from 0.3% to 1.5% of 
the original loan amount per year. The cost depends on factors like the 
size of your down payment, the type of loan, and the size of your loan.



How Can I Avoid PMI? If you want to avoid PMI but don’t have a 20% 
down payment, some buyers choose to explore Piggyback Loans (also 
known as 80/10/10 loans). In this situation, you take out a first mortgage 
for 80% of the home’s value and a second mortgage for 10%, leaving you 
to pay just a 10% down payment.

 Loan Fees: These can include application fees, appraisal fees, and 
underwriting fees. The lender will provide a detailed breakdown of the 
loan costs before closing.



 Title Insurance: This protects both you and the lender against any 
future issues related to the home’s title

 Property Taxes & Insurance: These are often prorated and included in 
your closing costs. You may need to prepay some property taxes and 
homeowner’s insurance at closing.

Securing a home loan is one of the most important steps in the home-
buying process, and understanding your mortgage options, down 
payment requirements, interest rates, and closing costs is key to making 
an informed decision. 



By knowing what to expect and working with a trusted local lender, you 
can secure the best financing for your home in Southwest Virginia or 
Southern West Virginia. Always be sure to shop around for the best rates 
and terms that fit your financial situation.
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